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umpnus No. 539 Broadway,—Soncs, Dawnces, Bus-
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Farewell Address to be read in all the schools of
the city on the approaching anniversary of the
great hero's birthday, and suthorizing the teachers
10 dismise early. The Board then adjourned.

The third trial of James Shepherd, for arson in
the first degree, was commenced yesterday in the
General Bessions, the alieged crimo having been
committed in June, 1857. Jobn Wilson, who was
convicted of forgery in the wecond degree, was
sent to the State Prison for five years and two
months.

The court martial on Lieutenant Barbot, at the
Brooklyn Navy Yard, was continued yesterday,
when Master's Mate Humphreys, and Paymaster's
Clerk Hoadley, were examined for the defence,

after which the court sdjourned to half-past ten
o'clock this morning.

Beef cattle were yesterday in plentiful supply and
moderate request at a slight depreciation, es-
pecially the better grades, of which there was a
larger proportion than usual. Milch cows were
quiet. Veal calves were in moderate demand, and
previous prices were barely supported. BSheep
and lambs were in request at prices ranging from
§2 75 a 87, including all kinds. BSwine were in
moderate request, but o little lower. The total
receipts were 3,766 beef cattle, 98 cows, 470 veals,
8,128 sheep and lambs, and 7,616 awine.

The cotton mai ket exhibited more animation and ae-
tivity yosterday. The sales embraced about 3,000 bales,
closing on the bagis of 115e¢. a 11%e. for middling up-
lande, chiefly ut the Iatter figure, at which 700 bales
were 83ld from store. Fow estimates of the crop exceed
four millions of bales, while some do not reach that
amount. The decrease in the receipls at the porta, com-
pured with last year, was 657,000 bales; in exports to
Great Britain, 79,000; to France, 36,000, and to other

New Yora, Thursday, February 31, 1861.

New York Herald-—Oslifornia Edition.
The nall slenmahip North Star, Capt. Jones, will leave
day , at noon, for Aspinwall.

i inselligence from all parts of the
8 quantity of local and miscellancous
iblished at half-past eight o'clock (o the

gho o in wrappers, ready for malling, aix cents,
Agenis will please scud in their orders as early as pos-
wible.

The News.

Mr. Lincoln yestesday received his fellow citi-
zena at the City Hall, Mayor Wood delivered an
address of welcome on the oecasion to which Mr.
Lincoln responded. In the evening Mr. Lincoln
attended the Upera, and at midnight he was sere-
naded. Mr. Hamlin, the Vice President elect, ar-
rived in town yesterday, and stopped at the Astor
House, The movements of these distinguished
persouages are described in another part of to-
day's paper.

Reports to the effect that the South Carclinians
were nbout to or had already attacked Fort
Sumter were in cirenlation in Washington yes-
terday. They were doubtless mere idle rumors,
devoid of foundation in truth.

The Peace Congress yesterday voted down the
propoesition in favor of hall hour speecches, The
debate on the various plans of adjustment was
then continued. It is thought that the Congress
will vote on the subjects before them on Satarday,
and it is predicted that the Gathrie plan will be
rejected, and that a call for a national conveution
will be agreed to.

In Congress yesterday the Senate passed several
private bills. The House bill authorizing the dis-
continuance of the mails in States where the pos-
tal service is liable to be interfered with, was
taken up. An amendment was offered, that the
Postmaster General be directed to discontinue the
mail gervice in the seceded States, and make ar-
rangements with the goverument of the Southern
Confederacy for inter-postal communication there-
in. Without taking action on the subject the bill
was laid aside, and the discussion of the Tariff bill
was resumed.  The amendment reducing the duty
on sugar, and placing a duty on ten and coffee,
was agreed to, the tax to continue for two years.
A five per cent duty on wool was also agreed to.
Beveral other amendments were adopted, and the
bill was passed by a vote of 25 to 14,

In the House yesterday Mr. Bocock, of Virgi-
nia, occupied the morning hourin an elaborate
speech in opposition to the bill empowering the
President to call out the military ferces of the
country and accept the services of volunteers.
He characterized the bill as a declaration of war
against the seceded States. The Naval bill was
taken up, the question being on agreeing to the
Benate's amendment providing for the comstruc-
tion of seven stewm sloops-of-war, The proposi-
tion was warmly opposed by the democrats, but
the amendment was agreed to by a vote of 111 to
38. In the evening session Mr. Ruffin, of North
Carolina, made a speech in favor of secesslon. In
the course of his remarks he spoke of Mr. Bu.
chanan as a driveller, and Gen. Scott as guilty ¢f
usurpation.

Late accounts from Fort Bmith, Arkansas, state
that the overland mail had been seized by Texans,
and the employes of the company imprisoned. It
is also reported that Forts Chadbourne and Bel-
koap bave been seized by the secessionists.

Nothing of tmportance occurred in the Legisla-
ture yesterday.

By wey of New Orleans we have advices from
Havana to the 16th inst. The sugar market was
easier, with a stock of sixty thousand boxes. A
grand military review had been given by the Cap-
tain General in honor of ex-President Miramon, of
Mexico,

Early yesterday morning the premises Nos. 20 and
31 Park place, occupied by Wm. Watson & Co,,
importers of liven goods, and Chapman, Lyon &
Noyes, importers of fancy goods, were discovered
on fire, and before the flames could be extinguish-
od about $80,000 worth of property was destroyed.
The loss is covered by insurance.

A meeting of importers, distillers and liquor
dealern was called at Thorp's Hotel, in Union
square, last evening, for the purpose of making
effuris to repeal the present excise law, and to try
and secure the passage of a good Nquor law by the
present Legislature; but they were unable to or-
ganize and bad to adjourn untll next Tuesday
evening.

At the meeting of the Commissioners of Emigra-
tion yesterdsy it was agreed to hold a special
meeting on Friday next, at eleven o'clock A. M.,
for the purpose of receiving and acting upon the
annual report.  The weekly statement showed the
number of emigrants arrived during the past weck
to be 453, which makes the number since January
1,3476. The balance of the commutation fund
to the credit of the Board is now $3,627 82.

In our personal notices of the Prosidential party
yesterduy wo stated that Mesars, W. B. Wood and
Burnett Forbes belonged to Bpringfield. It should
have been, as we are informed, New York, na
those two gentiemen wore specially sent from this
city to take charge of the President and cortege
during Whe route,

In the Board of Edueation last evenmg & com-
munication waa received from the Behool OMoors
of the Twentieth ward, asking an appropriation of
$34,060 for the erection of a new sohoolhouse; and
saother from the Sohool Ofcern of the Fifteenth

ward, asking for $16,134 to alter and enlarge Ward
Hohoolhouse No, 36, Both were referrod to the
Commitiee on Bites and Bechoolhouses, An appli-
ostion from the Committee on Free Academy for
anthority to advertise for proposals and specifica-
tiona for the erection of a brary building near the
Free Academy, in connection with that buflding,
waa made the special order for the next meeting.
A resolution was passcd directing Washington's

ign ports 15,000, making a total decreass of 130,000
bules. Flour was lesa active, whilo sales were moderate,
Including some purchases for export, The mar-
ket closed without change of momenl in prices.
Wheat was firmly held at the previous day's
prices, while sales were modorste. Corn  was
steady st unchanged prices, while sales were fair,
Pork was quiet, and mess nominal at $17 a $17 25
asked, snd prime was quiet st §13.  Other provisions were
without change of importance. Sugars were eteady,
wilh sales of 1,060 hhds, Cubas and 500 boxes Havanas
at prices given in another column. Coffee was dull and
#ales limited. The lirmoess of freights checked enguge-
ments. Moderate shipments werejmade to English ports,
mostly at the current rates of the previous day.

The President Elect—Ilis Speeches, His
Cabinet, and His Inangural.

The presence in this city of the President
elect of the United States has given, during the
last two days, an extraordinary activity to the
discussion of political affairs among all parties
and classes of our people. Abraham Lincoln is
the newest wonder of the town; the lion of
the day; the coming man, soon to be invested
with the office and the responsibilities from
which Mr. Buchanan will be only too Lappy to
be delivered; and it is mot surprising, there-
fore, that all eyes, all ears, and all hopes of sN
men from all quarters for the Union and against
the Union, for peace or for war, and for spoils
and plunder, should be turned to this modest
backwoodsman, Lincoln.

In bebalf of the Union—after noting the im-
proved tone in the little conventional speeches
of this distinguished strapger from Buffalo to
this city—we do not despair of still better
things to come. It is apparent to us that Mr.
Lincoln is beginning to feel and to appreciate
the pressure of the conservative peace and
Union sentiment of the North. We incline to the
opinion that the ice has been broken; that his
mind is already restive under the shackles of
the Chicago platform; and that, by the time he
reaches Washington, he will comprehend pretty
largely the fearful disorders of the country,
the responsibMities of his position, and the
dangers which are threatened from a rigid,
headlong and violent ‘“‘enforcement of the
laws' against our revolutionary Southern
brethren.

In the meantime, we must not forget that the
President elect has been 8o much absorbed
and embarrassed in the work of picking out
his Cabinet that he has had no time for orato-
rinl exhibitions. We understand that at every
stopping place over night sinece his departure
from Springfield he has devoted a considerable
portion of his time to the important subject of
his Cabinet, and, unless he be compelled to
change his Cabinet programme, as his prede-
ceesors have done before him, by the pressure
of circumstances, he bhas so far progressed
in the task as to justify the proclamation of the
following schedule:—

W. H. Seward, N. Y.
Salmon 1. Cliase, Oblo,
Montgomery Bilair, Md.
Sinon Camoron, I's.
Edwiurd Bates, Mo,

—From which it would appear that the Post
Office Department and the Navy Department
are the only Cabinet positions remaining to be
filled. For these places the contest is said to lie
between Charles Francis Adams and George
Ashmun, of Massachusetts, and Caleb B. Smith
and Schuyler Colfax, of Indiana. At all events,
with such republican conservatives as Seward
and Cameron, to say nothing of the venerable
Mr. Bates, we can discover even in the Cabinet
selections of Mr Lincoln a strong desir on
his part to put the brakes upon Northern aboli-
tion fanaticism.

It is said that Mr. Lincoln, after his arrival
in Washington, will first finish the work ef his
Cabinet, and will then proceed to touch up his
inaugural according to the very latest of “the
shifting scenes” of this revolutionary crisis.
Thoe, in his inaugural, referring to that of his
distinguished Southern Presidential rival, Jef-
ferson Davis, it is supposed that President Lin-
coln will urge the plea of Mr. Seward touching
the seceded States—the plea of masterly inac-
tivity in the matter of compromises of any sort,
Next, it is conjectured that Mr. Lincoln, touch-
ing upon the profitleas labors of the Old Gen-
tlemen's Peace Conference at Washington, will
settle down upon a recommendation for a Na-
tional Convention of ull the Etates for the par-
pose of taking into cousiderution the recon-
struction of the Union in the revision of the
federal constitution.

We think, however, thut this expedient of a
National Convention is but little better than
tub to the whale. We have shown that, constl-
tutionally, this plan would require years of time
to obtain a Convention; and, when obtained, it
labors would probably end in nothing. What
we want is some show of a compromise without
delay, upon which the border slave States can
stand their ground in the Union, and act as
mediators with the seceded Statos, To this eud
lot Mr. Lincoln, in his inaugural address, pro-
claim his adhesion to the Crittenden plan of
adjustment; and next, let him call an extra ses-
sion of Congress and urge this adjustment upon
the two houses, suspending his distribution or
the epoils and plunder until the two houses
shall have ncted, and our word for it there will
be & settlement. If Mr. Lincoln would stand
in the catulogue of our Presidents—in patriot-
ism, sound practical wisdom and devotion to
the Unlon—nas second only to Washington, let
bim strike for a speedy and ntlnhcwry com-
promise with the border slave States, and he

may win this proud distinetion.

.

¢ Bpeeoh of the Emperor of the French
om ithe Opening of the Chambers.

! @ published yesterday the speech of
'« I8 Napoleon, delivered on the formal
op ing ot the session of the French Seaate
and legislative body. That it failed by its
stu «d ambiguity in dissipating apprebeasion
and spiring confidence s clear from the cir-
oum ance that the three per cents fell one-half’
per cent immediately afterwards on the Paris
Bourse. The news did not re@ioh London till
after business hours, but a eimilar effect was
experienced there on the tollowing morning.

The Emperor devoted the first part of his
speech to internal affuirs, and the latter part
to his foreign policy. He eaid that in future a
general expouition of the state of the empire,
as also the more important diplomatic des-
patobes, should be laid before the Legislature,
by which it would be enabled to give a froe
and sincere expression of its opinions. Thix
change, he observed, notwithstanding its im-
portance, wonld not alter in any way the spirit
of the copetitution. He reviewed the princi-
pal differences between the institutions of
France under Louis Philippe and the present
dynasty—tbe result of which was of course fu-
vorable to the latter; after which he referred
to the commercial treaty with England and
the advantages arising therefrom, as well
a8 the design he entertained of negotiat-
ing similar ftreaties with neighboring
States. To realize these economical reforms
he had renounced ninety millions of francs of
annual receipts; yet the budget would show a
balance of receipta and expenditure, without the
imposition of fresh taxes or the contracting of
a loan. In his review of foreign affairs he said
that he had endeavored to prove, in his rela
tions with other Powers, that France sincerely
desires peace, and that, without renouncing a
legitimate influence, she does not pretend to in-
terfere anywhere where her interests are not at
stake. In Italy he considers, alike with his al-
lies,that the principle of non-intervention affords
the best means of obviating danger. The pro-
vinces of Savoy and Nice are held “irrevocably
united to France.” In China French honor
has been avenged side by side with the British.
He says nothing about the withdrawal of the
French forces from Syrla, but mentions that
they have gone, in virtue of a European con-
vention, to protect Christians against a blind
fanaticism. He augmented the garrison at
Rome for the security of the Holy Father, and
he despatched his fleet to Gaeta at the moment
when it seemed the last refug? of the King of
Naples; but he had withdrawn it after four
months because it compelled him to deviate
from his declared prineiple of neutrality and
exposed him to false interpretations. He coan-
cluded with an assurance that there wus no
cause for apprehension. “My firm determina
tion,"” be said, “is not to enter on any conflict
where the cause of France is not based upon
right and justice.” He deprecated the folly of
imaginary ularms, and, while advoouting a
calin survey of the future, directed the atten-
tion of the people to the developement of the
germs of national prosperity.

So much was expected by Europe from the
Emperor on this occasion, that a natural feeling
of disappointment was experienced when the
insugural address was given to the world.
There is a quaint proverb which says that
“Fine words butter no parsnips;”’ and the im-
perial speech has fullen upon the popular mind
as 80 many fine words, that mean little and
commit him to nothing. He gives no explicit
guaraniee of peace, and speaks in that vague,
general way which is considered anything but
like a constitutional sovereign, or any other
than Louis Napoleon, who, whatever he may
decree nominally, has no intention of surren-
dering a particle of real power by n transfer
of authority to the Senate or Corps Legislalif.
The Emperor has not entered into sufficient ex-
planation of either the past or future to allay
the fears of Europe. Why is he augmenting
his military and naval forces on a scale that
surpasses the preparations which preceded the
campaign in Lombardy if he really means
peace, and why did he not account for these
extensive preparations in his address? Europe
jndges by his actions as well as his words, and
the two, it must in justice be said, are not al-
ways reconcileable,

A spirit of discatisfaction and uncertainty
pervades the speech, and there is a studied ub
sence of all but the merest casual mention of
any foreign Power. This unfriendly coolness,
and the omission of any stetement as to the
future policy of the empire, may well in-
spire uneasiness. There is an evident mis-
trust of, and dissatisfaction with, not only
his own constitution, but the state of
trade, the principle of non-intervention,
public opinion, und other nations. There is
uothing, in fact, when we carefully peruse the
spoech, to ehow that Louis Napoleon does not
mean war. and war we may therefore expect.
Coming from any owber man we should have ac
cepted it a8 peacetul ; but coming from him,
we must read it in the same light as his us-
suring words uttered only a few weeks betore
the war with Austria.

A Svaamerive Ixo lm-..\*r.—l'asterdny, at the
City Hall, a very tall man made his way through
the crowd which bad assembled to greet Mr.
Linculn, and expressed a desire to measure
lengths with the President clect The resuls
wos u verdiet in favor of Old Abe, whose head
towers above the shoulders of ordinary hu
munity, This incident, like many others appa
rently absurd, bas a degree of suggestiveness.
After the 4th of March some thirty millions of
people will be busily engaged in taking Lino
coln’s dimensions, trying him with the square
of integrity, the rule of hooesty, and sounding
bim with the plummet of patriotism.  If it tarns
out that he 18 elevaiwd mentally as far above

the petty squabbles and selfisb intrigues of th
politicluns ae bee is physically over the common
run ot men, wll will be woll, But if he fulls

short of the bigh standard he has set ap—the
character of Washingion—the fate of Belshuazar
will most certainly dercend upon him

Mu. Livcory ox mue Rigur  Prareons.—Dur-
ing the reception of Mr. Lincoln in the Gover
nor's Room in the City Hull yeatorday, ther:
was kome difficulty experienced in plucing him
in a prominent position where be could be sesn
by all; but Old Abe selecwd a location for
himeelf by sking bis place in front of the por
trait of Waehington, sayiog that he would
stand beside the old Genersl. Now, all the
speeches and conversations of Mr, Lincoln up
to u very reccnt date have indicated his deter
mination to stand on the Chicago pladorm and
nothing elee, but the platform he « lected 1y

l’.ld upon yesterday would intimate that he
!hls mind, and will sdminister

Eurnneut from the pktiorm of o Futher o
Country

Tok Cugvirier Fonsgy anv tax WasmiNo-
Tov Lossy.—We had supposed that the short
commons of an empty Treasury bad pretty well
starved out the Washington lobby. But in this
we bave been egregiously mistaken. As pick-
pockets like the confusion of s street crowd,
s0 are the lobby birds the moast industrious
when our political affuirs are enveloped in the
dust and smoke and noise and confusion of a
greatrovolutlonary crisis. Thus while the atten-
tion of all other parties, in and out of Congress,
is absorbed in the momentous questions of
Union or disunion, peace or war, the wvultures
of the Washington lobby are as busy as bur-
glars in a bank, It seems, too, sccording to a
letter on the subject from a Washington cor-
respondent, that they have a new chief to con-
duct their operations, a thousand times better
qualified for the position than that blundering
fellow Matieson. This new man, we are ap-
prised, is the Chevulier Forney, Clerk of the
House of Representatives. His office, and the
privileges and perquinites thereol, unquestiona-
bly give him all the desired facilities for push-
ing ulong any amount of lobby jobs, great and
small, Nor is he the man, as it appears, to
throw these facilities away. Mark the pro-
gramme, a8 communicated tous from “alooker
on in Veronsa,” who seems to know all aboutit

Forney, we are thus assured, is the head of
the lobby, and his office is the beadguarters of
the lobby. There the lobby jobbers shape out
thelr pluns of operation, and divide the labor
and the spoils upon such jobs as the Chiriqui
three hundred thousand dollar plum, Weadell's
printing office, the Fisher claim, the Degroot job,
und ull other jobs affordiog n margin for spoils
and plunder. But the worst is yet to come, For-
vey's beadquarters in the Capitol, it further ap-
pears, supplies another great lobby desidera-
mm—liguor. Ile kevps, we are told, a confl-
dennal lobby dramshop, where free whiskey
is served out freely to those republican mem-
bers who are too pious or too modest to be
seen welling their whistles at any of the public
oyster raloons in the basements of the Capitol.
Read our correspondent’s letter, and then an-
swer, if Forney can gather such fat pickings
from the Clerk’s office of Congrees, what will
such u compiler of “free wool” statistics as
Thurlow Weed be able to make of the drip-
pings und skimmings, the candle ends and mar-
row bones, the botules and the soap lat of the
White House kitchen?

Yerily, this revolutionery crisis scems to be
turning out a rich harvest to the Washington
lobby; and if such things occur in the green
tree of a republican administration, what may
we not expect in the dry? No wonder the
Southern States are hurrying off into a Southern
confederacy.

Avoruer Mopen ror Oup  ApE.—Queen
Vietoria's speech on the openiog of Parliament
has naturally been looked forward to with in-
terest in this country. The more than cordial
reception which wo gave to the Prince of
Wales, and the complication in our political
affairs, which threatens to affect so seriously
the commercial interests of England, were topics
which claimed sorie spocial reference in it
In the banalities of  royal speech we do not
of course look for any very strung expression
of feeling. The allusions made by her Majesty
to this country prove, however, that the occa-
sion was deemed one in which cold formaMties
might be laid aside. In expreseing her heart-
felt regret at the differences which have sprung
up amongst us, and which are likely to lead to
such grave results, the Queen adds that her
interest in our wellbeing is increased by the
warm reception we have given the Prince of
Wales. She would be less than a mother if
the fact were not so; for surely never did the
son of any sovereign moeet trom a people upon
whom he had no claim of lovalty or political
sympathy & more royal or gonerous welcome,
It was spontaneous; it was free from intereated
motives, and had not the slizhlest taint of that
toadyirm to rank which infects the European
populations.

DBut if there were not thisa ground for the
feeling expressed in her Majesty's speech, there
are others which would well justify the use of
the strougeet terms of regret that she could
employ. She and her advisers cannot but per-
ceive that, from the violent measures to which
the warlike programme of the incoming ad-
ministration is about to commit us, there is
certain to result to England a shock to her
indunstrinl and commercial interests from
which it will take her years to recover, and
which, in the meanwhile, may affect her se-
riovsly in o political sense. Of what acceunt
are the ubstractions of the Exeter Hall philan-
thropista in the eyes of English statesmen com-
jmred with the commercial stagnation, the dis-
irers, the riots and the outrages that will ensue
from the interruption of the cotton eupply
(rom this country? It would be fortunate for
ue if the party coming into power were as

clear sighted and as pruticul in their views.
. —l - -

Winskens Procramep sy Hoxesr Ase Lis-
culN.—The President elect, in pursuance of in-
<iructions from a young republican damsel at
Cleveland, Obio, haviog turned out a pair of
whiske'# with wbich to enter upon the duties

f the White House, all republicans expecting
office will please look to their whiskers. The
wpress of Fraoee, at an interesting epoch,
sguised ber imperial intentions in & hooped
Kirt, wnd nooped skirte, from her example,
Lough not for’ the game reason, huve become
versul from Paris to the Sandwich I[slandas.
owis Nupeloon's moustasche would probably
Love been sk extensively imitated on this side
iw Atlantic had Mr Buchanan adopted the
fasnion; but how are our young republicans to
wihwand the temptations of a hairy visage
when Lonis Napoleon, King Vietor Emaouel,
Peomee Albert, Sr, and, to cap the climax,
Honest Abe Lincoln," proeluim it by example
the luw of the land! Wide Awakes, bring
aut your uhmken

Mu. Lizoons Glrrrnn Llowr-—l*. ver sinow
Mr. Lincoln began (o give us soma of the ont
pourings of bis wind in all the ltde spesches
e s besn ing on his route to Washington
b lplm-nxng sowe very curions thinge
partienlarly in his addresses in the interior
ownse snd villages  Bioce he got as far as
luffalo, however, his tone hos been more sensi
ble, and bis expression of apinion more re-

wrved, He gpesks now of oblaining ligh
nupon the condition of the country, sod endes
voring to steer his conrse upon the information
e poceives, 8o as to be s nearly right as pos
sihle* He bad an opporvmoty of learoing

something yesterday Drom a soures o wileh we
cogommended him to wpply for b broakfnsted
with Mr Moses I Grinoell o company with a
large number of the lending merchants of the
metropalis—merchanis, we presume, of a very

dark republican complexion—but mea never-
thelees, who, in their business relations, must
be thoroughly acquainted with the perilous
condition of the country. Mr. Lincoln must
bave learned & goed desl from them, and we
will see by his course when he gets to Washing-
ton and sssumes the reins of government,
whether he has profited by the knowledge ao-
quired in the great commercial metropolis of
the country.

Tue Covsrmaor T0 DEstRory TEE UNioN.—
The Northern papers in the republican interest
bave published lately s great many articles to
prove that during the last fow years an extend-
ed conspiracy to break up the Union has been
batched by certain politicians in the South.
This may be true; but if so, it is not half the
truth. The great conspirscy to destroy this
republic commenced nearly thirty years ago.
It was set on foot by the Garrisons, the Tap-
pans, the Phillipses, the Motts, and their aboli-
tion confederates in England and the United
States. This foul and black-hearted plot oul-
minated in the election of Lincoln, upon the
Chicago platform, which is based upon the
Garrisonian idea, artfully covered up so as to
deceive the masses of Northern voters. The
plot has succeeded, the Union has
been brokem up, and now it is for
the conservatives of the republican pariy, the
men who have been inveigled into the support
of the black republican candidates, under false
impresaions as to the ruinous tendency of their
doctrines, to come out at once from fellowship
with Garrison, Phillips, Sumner & Co., and help
in the work of saving the slave States which
have not yet seceded. Otherwise they will all
be out in a very short time, and the work of re-
construction will be postponed, if not rendered
altogether impossible.

THE REVOLUTION.
IMPORTANT NEWS FROM WASHINGTON.

Passage of the Tariff Bill
in the Senate.

A TW0 YEABS TAX ON TEA AND COFFEE.

Hzxciting Debate in the Honse on the
Force and INaval Bills.

Seven Steam Sloops-of-War
to be Built.

REPORTED ATTACK ON FORT SUMTER.

The Proceedings of the Peace
Convention.

PROBABLE CALL FOR A NATIONAL CONVENTION,
&e., &e., &o.

REPORTS RESPECTING FORT SUMTER.
Wasmxeron, Feb, 20, 1861,

There ars fresh reports about taking Fort Sumter, A
Colonel, by the name of Thos D. Sumter, has volunteered
to take it by the job, iz spite of the Montgomery Con-
greea,

General Feott to-day siated that he had intelligence
from Charleston that an attack was to be made ou Fort
Sumter to day. This i& contrary to the undorstanding
among the secession Sevators here, and also that existing
ut Muntgomery, where all the questions respecting the
forts and public property have Leez referred by the
several States to the Congress,

1t is understood General Scott received this intelligence
from Major Anderson, and that It bas been corroborated
by similur information from reliable partios at Charles
tan.  The Carclinians will hardly attempt this after hav-
ing referred matters to the Southern Confedaracy.

1t i= known, however, that South Curolina doos nob sus,
tain the action thus far taken by the confederacy.

It s #aid here by prominent pavy and army oflicers
that Major Anderson can be easily reinforced, and some
of them are willlng to undertake the contract thomselves.
They also asscrt that the fort cannot bo taken by Colone'
Sumter, or any other colonel.

Colonel Bumter was born in Pennsylvania, removed to
South Carolioa, and represented that State in Congress
from 1840 to 1843

In addition to the nbm—o. Ilearn to-day from a high
Exocutive source in the government that there will not
be any atisck upon Fort Sumier before the 4th of March.
He could ot say what the South Carolinians would do
after that,

1t is proper to say that the most prominent Northern
leaders, democ ats s well a8 republicaus, express entire
(ndifference as to what they do.

THE PEACE CONFERENCE.
Wasmsorox, Feb. 20, 1861,

The Peace Congross to-day laid the motlon to apply the
balf hour to debate upon the table,

D, D. Fiold, of New York made nspeech in favor of a
Constitational Convention, He sald, in reply to a ques-
tion, that his State desired no amendment to the constitu-
tion, but a8 the South did he was in favor of ylelling
them that much, because that was the only constitut lonal
way to divide, If wa could not live psaceably together.

Mr. Smith, of New York, made the speecho Ay,
carefully tracing the great question betwoen thé North
and Bouth wa be went along in all ita details
He did not close this wafternoon, but will finish
his speech to.morrow. He i strongly opposed
to the majority report, and cannot see L e poople of
the North bave commited soy constitutionsl offence
thnt should cuuse a dotwand to be madoe for their re-
dress n the ahumufmmu:u or sompromise,

Mr. Dodge, of New York, sssumed the same position as
that mken by Mr, Geanger yesterday, He thought the
North eught to concede something to the South

Mr White, of Penusylvania, and Mr. Frolinghoysen, of
New Jerpey, also nddressed the Conventlon, the Iatter
mipportivg the majority report.

it {8 belleved that the Congresa will begin to vole on
the varitus propoitions on Saturday next, and from pre-
sent appearances the majority proposition  will be
vitod down, and the plan adopted of submitting
10 the several Legisistures of the States the propriety of
caliing n convention of the people Lo revise the constitu-
uon of the United States,

It will be romembered that the action of \be Pesce Con.
vention was not 10 by submitied to Congrees unless they
agrodd to r 1 an amend to the
if the Convention cannot do this, shen any recommonda.
11on that it makes will not require the sanection of Con.
uross, but will go directly and promptly to the people
for gheir rarifledtion or rejeetlon

Every day mukes It more apparent that the republi.
cans in the Prace Cougress do pot intend to permil & vole
to o tuken for eoveral days yet on any of the ques-
tone  of  adjustment The dobatem of o day
clenrly prove such determination. The radical republi-
can element cooupiod nearly the whole of today fo fa.
nntical spocchow. Fiold and Smith, of New York, and
Tuek, of New Hampehire, made ulirs spooches.

The friends of pesce ln the conference, who have all
ulong hoped that matters would yet come right, begin to
degpuir. Another day or so will detormine matters. The
Couvintion cannt bold together much longer unless
there 18 6 decided change.

THE PROVOSED NATIONAL CONVENTION.
Wawnyurow, Feb, 20, 1881,

It s am clear nn the day that the North intends to teet
the question, in the meal direct and positive manoer,
whether wo bave a goversment of oot, and will not atop
1o pomosde tr e ompromiss uotil that question e settied.
The resoution of Mr. Fwuton, of New York, offeced
tn the Houss s An amendment o the report
of the Committes of Thirtythres, © that #he

proper tribanal to which all existing disturbing
questions shoukd be referred for debberate consideration
and Goal settiement is a coswer tion of delegates from the
several Blates of the Union, (o be called in the mode pre-
scribed in the constitution,” i the grewing sestiment
amoong the republicans, and in the Peace Congress to-day
the same doctrine was advooated by Mr. Meld, of New
York. More than this, mearly every member of the
Poace Congress from New England is in faver of »eem-
Stitutional convention. Il scems now Lo be & buals upem
which & settlemnnt of the whole question can bo reacisd,
and there is no doubt that Mr. Soward at the proger time
will favor it, and Mr. Lincoln will sanction it in his in-

MIBC ELLANEOUS MATTERS.
‘Wamawgrow, Feb. 20, 1808,
THE GOVIMNMENT LOAN,

4 special despatch from here 1o New York stales taab
the coupon bouds propossd 1o be issued by Mr. Sher-
man’s bill can be printed for alx thousand dollars instesd'
of eighty-iwo thousand dollars, as ecetimated by the
Becretw y of the Treasury. This is tree. The bonds cam
be printed and issued, without signatures Lo the coupons,
for a very small sum; but there would be groat danger
of counterfeiting and loss to the Treasury. It ia due te
the government, If it issmes coupon bobds, that they
should be engraved, not printed, and that the coupoos
should be numbered and signed in the cusiomary mam-
ner. Mr. Sherman's plan would be very loose aud very
hazardous,

MR, LINCOLN'S CABINEY.

It has already boen stated that Mr. SBeward and Mr.
Bates are the ouly gentiemen thus far selocted by Mr.
Lincoln for his Ministry; but I understand that other
names are on & bit of whitish brown paper which Old
Abe carefully carries in his vest pooket, right hand side.
These names are:—Simon Cameron, Salmon P. Chase and
Mootgumery Blair. There are two vacancies, It is
urged upon the President elect to take Charles Franols
Adams as the representatlve from New Kngland. Mr.
Chase may pot accepl the place tendered him.

NEW CONBERVATIVE REPUNLICAN PARTY,

There arv indicationsjhere, there, everywhere, that a
conservative republican party is springiog up whioh witl
override and squelsh out the party that carried the North
last November, Oue or two New England SBenators are in
the novement.

THR SUTT UNTWEEN KENTUCKY AND OHIO,

The Bupreme Court to-day took up the case of the Gov-
ernor of Kentucky against the Governor of Ohilo, the latter
baving refused to issue his warrani for the arrest and
surrender of Sago, who was indicted in Kentucky for en-
ticing & slave to escape from his owner, but escaped and
took refuge in Oblo. The counsel are Representatives
Btevenson and Humphrey Marshall for Kentucky, and
‘Wolcott for Ohio. The argument to-dsy was coaflmed
mainly to the slavery quegtion.

CAUCUS OF REPUBLICANS,

There was a caucus of the conservative, together with
a few of the more radical republicans, last evening, ad
the house of a republican S8enator. 1t is the general im-
pression that the result of the meeting was favorable to
measures likely to preserve peace with the South, The
existing diMeulties are fast appronching a orisis,

THE INFLUENCE OF MR. BEWARD,

Bhould Mr. Lincoln be guided by the ooun-
sels of Mr. Seward, even though there should
be no adjustment by the Peace Congreas, yet
the border slave Bitates would repose confidence
in the action of the incoming admioistration. Bul
showid the President elect fall into the huuds of the other
branch of the party, the laat hope of adjustment would
be forever lost. The border slave tates will, in the latter
event, follow the lead of the cotton States, and the Uniom
finully be dissolved. The destinies of the country are
therefore in the hands of the leaders of the republicas
party.

EFYECT OF THE FORCK BILL.

Should the House pass the Foroe bill, which is now
under cousideration, and which will be pressed to a vole
to-morrow, it will have a very injurious effoct upom the
action of the Peace Conference. It will certainly preoipi-
tate mction on the part of the border States. Tho bill
was sent South yesterday to be used in severasl of the
States to show that the incoming aoministration, backed
up by the republican Congrees, iutend to coerce the
South. The most moderate republicans here regret that
such & bill was introduced st this time. It will surely
retard a sotilement.

THE NAVY RMILL.

The passage by the House to-day of the Senate amend.
mect to the Navy bill, in favor of seven screw war aleam-
ers, oreates conslderable excitement in secession circles

to night. ]
POSTAL AFFAIRS,

The mall contractors in the geeeded Stateg are conline-
ally asking whether they will be paid as herclofore, to
which the Post Office Department respoods aflirmatively,
stating that drafia will bo issued to them oun the postmas-
ters, Lo be paid from the postal revenue cal.louml within
thoso Bwates.

The Postmaster General has removed the roule agent
between Grafton and Parkersburg, Va ,on the ground
that he left his ¢ without permi Lo enguge in
the seceesion movements in thatl State,

Sovernl postmasters in Keotucky and Tennessoe have
been removed for s similar eanse.

THE NATIONAL FLAG,

For the first time a fingstall hus just boeo ercoted om
the War Department building for the display of the
national fiag.

CENSURR OF THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY.

The House select committes of five on the Presi-
dent's Meesage, transmitted J ¥ 8, will to-
morrow make a reporl relative to the statioming
of wvessels, &c., saying that the defence of
the Atlantic coast has boeen greatly neglected,
and ludiog with & lution censuriog the Secretary
of the Navy for, a8 they chinrge, acoepting without delay
or inquiry the res'guation of officers, who wers (0 arma
agaloet the government when tendering the same.

CONDITION OF THE NAVY.

It has been ascertained that a larger number of vosssla
are aflost now than for the last twenly yoars, snd other
veesels may be fitted out during three or four woeks.
There is, however, a deficlency of leutenants, midahip-
men, masters and medical officers as well as sennen, the
law limiticg the last named to 8 5600 men

VIR PARAGUAY AW. RDE,

Much loterest i felt to koow what course the Senats
will take wpon the spectal messago which the Prestdent
sent to that body, in Excoutive scesion, upon the subject
of the Parsguay award,

OV RELATIONS WITH PERU,

It has been anticip i that, the President would, be-
fore thin time, address a nmhun to Congreas
upen  the n!_ijlel of our Nllu;:.iqlih Peru,
butthe wseesion, 8 drawicg mso Gear,lo,n cioss
that@it_i#¥ presumed¥the President deems it becoming
o len i successor unembarrassed Iu respect W diplo-
mntbtmnpllmlm Moaatime Mr. Clay, the Minieter
of the United States, having returned to this country,
in obedience to orders, quietly awaits whatever disposi
tion of him may be made. 1t i3 not improbable that his
long diplomatic experience and concecod abiity may be
ealled into requisition by the new admiuisiration wl an
early day, cepecially ns he 18 botter informed on the
wubject of South American affairs, in thoir geaoral and
specinl bearinga, than aoy other man in the country.

The incoming administration will find thomasives con
siderably embarrassed respeoting our forewn wilirs, and
will require the assistance of some of thowe alrosdy o
position to ald them, anl to avold serious blonden.

AYVAIRR IN BOUADOR.

Ofcial advices have been recelvod from Eouwior he
Minirter Flores. The provislonal government in it
country has ended, and Lthe national Congress asacm b na
at Quito, under the Presicency of Guaeral Flores, and
olocted Don Gabriel Garcla Morouo President of g
republic. Thenew President I8 a man of & high order
of talemt, and will have the support of Genora: Fiores
Commander in-chief of the army, aod there i ovory
reason to belleve that peace will be restored, aod the
prosperity that the republic enjoyed durisg the
long sdministration of Flores will be rovived.
The new governmoni has sbown self to be de
oldedly friondly to the United Sates, for besties
aocrediding a diplomatio agent Lo Washinglon to eultivais
the most imtimate relations belween the two countries,
It hea also & Dommiesicner hore authoriecd 1o enter lnte
contracts for American esterprise in Fouador,

ARRIVAL OF HTWANGRRS

The oity s fast flling up with strangers, mostly from
the North and West. General Whitnsy, Collector of Bos-
ton, ia among the arrivals to-night,

THIRTY-SIXTH CONGRESS.
BROOND BREHION.

Hemate.
Wammoron, Feb 50, 1801
Mr. Doourrris, (rep.) of Wis., prosented the oredentinis
of Timothy 0. Howe, Senator sloet from Wisconsin,
Bevernd private hills wern passsd.
THH PORTAL SERYION.
On motion of Mr, Wame, (rep.) of Otlo, the Eouss hilk |




